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„ Cover the roads of your dreams in the Land of Smiles “
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IN THE REALM OF THE MEKONG RIVER

RIDING DAY 1 : KHON KAEN - VIENTIANE

Standard Route (236 km / 147 miles)

Our first riding day! Today our destination is Vientiane, Laos, which means we
have to cross an international border.
To get there, we head north on Highway 2, through Udon Thani and the Nongkhai
provinces. The land is fertile here and very flat, so don't expect any switchbacks.
Once we arrive at the border, we will process departure from Thailand first, then
cross the mighty Mekong on the International Thai Laos Friendship Bride No. 1.
On the other side, Laos awaits. The entire border crossing procedure will take us
about 2-3 hours.
Vientiane, the capital and largest city of Laos, counts about 1 million people and is
a very pleasant city with wide boulevards and full of Buddhas and temples.

Highlights:

#1: Wat Xieng Khuan (Buddha Park)

Located 25km southeast of central Vientiane, eccentric
Xieng Khuan, aka Buddha Park, thrills with other-worldly
Buddhist and Hindu sculptures, and was designed and built
in 1958 by Luang Pu, a yogi-priest-shaman who merged
Hindu and Buddhist philosophy, mythology and
iconography into a cryptic whole. It's a bizarre, delightfully
dilapidated compound that's great for a wander and a
photo op. (Lonely Planet)

#2: Vientiane

Vientiane is the capital of Laos. It is situated on the Mekong
river, right at the border with Thailand. The city has several
Buddhist monuments and old temples. One of the most
popular sight is Pha That Luang, an important national
cultural monument for Laos.
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RIDING DAY 2 : VIENTIANE - VANG VIENG

Standard Route (185 km / 115 miles)

After an early departure from The Capital City, we head north on the old R13
road. Along the way you will see the modern infrastructure developments with
railroads tracks passing through small northern towns between Vientiane and
Vang Vieng and further on to Luang Prabang, Oudom Xay, and Boten, then it
connects to Kunming, China. Lunch will be Laotian style somewhere along the
road, then we continue to Vang Vieng for our night at the Riverside Boutique
Resort on the Nam Song River

Highlights:

#1: Nam Ngum Reservoir

The Nam Ngum is one of the most important side rivers of
the Mekong. 1971, the Vietnam War was still going on, Laos
startet with the help from 10 other States (under
supervision of the UNO) to build a dam and a power plant.
1975 and 1983 additional turbines were installed to raise
the capacity up to 150 MW. This amount of electrical power
is much too much for Laos, so the they can export most of it

(70 - 80% go to Thailand). The lake covers an area of about 370 km2 and contains some
smaler islands.

#2: Vang Vieng

Vang Vieng was first settled around 1353 as a staging post
between Luang Prabang and Vientiane. Significant
expansion of the town and its infrastructure occurred
during the 1964-73 Vietnam War when the US buildt an Air
Force base and runway.
In more recent times, the town has grown substantially due
to the influence of backpackers, attracted by the

opportunities for adventure in the picturesque limestone karst landscape.
The main street features guesthouses, bars, restaurants, internet cafes and tour agencies.
Attractions of the town include tubing and kayaking on the Nam Song River. Other
activities are cycling, trekking and rock climbing in the limestone mountains.
There are numerous caves, such as Tham Phu Kham cave or the Tham Jang cave, which
are worth to visit.


