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„ From wildflowers to the deserts, from the wildlife
paradise to the mighty Victoria falls! “
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ADVENTURE BIG FIVE

RIDING DAY 1 : CAPE TOWN - CITRUSDAL

Standard Route (275 km / 171 miles)

We leave the hub of entertainment - Cape Town - and head through the vineyards
of South Africa towards Paarl, one of the centers of South African wine-making.
Then, in Wellington, the climb to Bains Kloof Pass begins.
The road we take leads us all the way to Ceres, whence we head north towards
Citrusdal. The gravel road of Middleberg Pass releases us into one of the centers
of citrus fruit farming, an area called "Nomen est omen."

Highlights:

#1: Cape Town

The town was founded as an outpost to supply ships on
their way to India and the islands in the Western Pacific.
The town quickly became a multicultural centre. On
Robben Island, located in the bay, Nelson Mandela was
kept as a prisoner.

#2: Afrikaans Language Monument

The Afrikaans Language Monument was unveiled on
October 10, 1975, during the centennial year of the
founding of the Society of True Afrikaners (STA). It was
designed by the architect Jan van Wijk, who was inspired by
the environment, with its round granite rocks, and by the
words of two Afrikaans authors. Van Wyk Louw was of the
opinion that Afrikaans stands with one leg in South Africa
and the other in the west (meaning Europe), and, as CJ

Langhofen mentioned, the written use of Afrikaans is a rapidly ascending curve.
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#3: Bainskloof Pass

Part of the R303 regional road runs from Paarl, over the
Limiet Mountains, to Ceres, northeast of Paarl. This stretch
of road, with its highest point at 1,950 feet, is a historical
monument in itself. It was built in 1853 by Andrew Geddes
Bain, a Scottish settler with no formal engineering training.
It is still regarded as one of the most beautiful passes in the
country and an unspoiled nature reserve, which forms a

part of Cape Nature Conservation.
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RIDING DAY 2 : CITRUSDAL - SPRINGBOK

Standard Route (460 km / 286 miles)

Eager to get into Namibia, we take a long stretch north through mountains,
gorges, fields and flowers. We will reach the beautiful Namaqualand, famous for
its "blooming desert" and hopefully see many beautifully coloured wildflowers
along the road. But to make the ride more exciting we will first reach the coastline
at Lambert's Bay, where the big waves of the Atlantic Ocean crush into the rocks.
The ever-changing scenery will definitely please our senses today.

Highlights:

#1: Springbok

Springbok is the capital of Namaqualand in northwestern
South Africa. Large springbok herds once grazed in barren
valleys and drank at a local source, giving the site its name.
The herds were chased away in the middle of the last
century as copper was discovered near the small
settlement and mining began. A narrow-gauge railway was
built to the coast for the removal of ore. The city is also the
center of wildflower tourism, especially in the spring, and

the area enjoys a large number of visitors every year.
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RIDING DAY 3 : SPRINGBOK - FISH RIVER CANYON

Standard Route (305 km / 189 miles)

Heading north we soon reach the border to Namibia. After filling out all the forms
and getting our stamps, we continue onwards. Just a few miles later we leave the
main road and say hello to gravel.
Getting deeper and deeper into the desert, a stunning landscape catches our
attention. Today’s overnight location matches perfectly with the surroundings,
while the sunset paints everything in smooth red.

Highlights:

#1: Orange river

The Orange River is the longest river in South Africa and
flows westwards to the Atlantic Ocean. The river forms part
of the international borders between South Africa and
Namibia and it plays an important role in the South African
economy by providing water for irrigation and hydroelectric
power. It is thanks to this river that we'll be able to see
even vines as soon as we enter Namibia, so take a minute
for a great picture while crossing the border!

#2: Ai-Ais

Out of the springs of Ai-Ais bubbles hot water. It is around
140° F and rich in sulphates, chlorides and fluorides. 'Ai-Ais'
means 'burning water' in the language of the Nama. The
thermal source is a popular winter recreation center.


