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„ A week of riding a motorcycle on the awesome roads of
the Dolomites will make you yearn for more! “
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RIDING DAY 1 : COLLALBO (KLOBENSTEIN) - COLLALBO (KLOBENSTEIN)

Standard Route (160 km / 99 miles)

This rather short route leaves enough time to enjoy the magnificent scenery and
to take the funicular up to Sas Pordoi for what could be the best view of the
Dolomites. Alternatively it gets you back to the base hotel early enough to do
some sightseeing or relax a little.
We start out easy with a ride along the Gröden valley, where woodcarver seems
to be the most popular profession among the locals. Then it's time for the world-
famous "Sella Ronda" which consists of four mountain passes, one on each side of
Mt. Sella. Every motorcyclist should do this ride at least once in their lives.
Climbing towards the steep wall that seems to be the end of the valley the road
suddenly forks. We bear left and take the road to Passo di Gardena. On top of the
pass we stop to enjoy the view and scope out the switchbacks that will take us
down the other side towards Corvara. The next pass, Campologno, is quite
unremarkable compared to his higher brothers, but the views of Marmolada, the
glacier on the Dolomites' tallest mountain, are stunning. Pordoi is the highest,
longest and most challenging of the four passes. From the top you can (and
should!) take the funicular that whisks you up to Sas Pordoi in only 4 minutes,
covering 700 meters (2,300 ft) of elevation. The Panorama from the top is
ablolutely mind-bending!
The last pass of the day is Passo Sella, then we're back in the Gröden valley. If you
want to get a carved piece of wood as a souvenir, this is your chance!

Highlights:
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#1: Val Gardena (Grödnertal)

Although there was an old trading route across Passo Sella,
Val Gardena was more or less isolated until the beginning
of the 20th century. Poverty and hard farming conditions
forced the inhabitants to search for another way to earn a
living. In the 17th century, wood carving started to become
popular and very soon people traded their carved figurines
of saints in the area between Verona and Innsbruck. They

became very famous all over Europe. In 1856, the first road was built and the first tourists
came at the end of the 19th century. Farmers started to work as hiking and climbing
guides and introduced the mostly rich and noble visitors to their rugged mountains. After
cable cars and ski slopes had been built during the last few decades Val Gardena and the
Dolomites became one of the most frequented destinations for skiing and hiking in the
Alps.

#2: Sella (Sella group)

The Sella Group is one of the most prominent mountains of
the Dolomites. Wildly fissured and with tall, vertical rock
walls it is a paradise for climbers and mounaineers, but
even more popular than climbing the mounatin is circling
around it. The so-called Sella Ronda can be done on foot or
in winter on skis, but it is also possible on the road. Via the
passes Sella, Gardena, Campologno and Pordoi one loop

measures 55 km (34 miles) and is stunningly scenic. The four passes offer almost 150
switchbacks, the roads are wide and well maintained and attract - unfortunately -
numerous busses and campervans and an army of cyclists. But don't get stressed, just sit
back, relax, and enjoy the scenery.

Optional Route (240 km / 149 miles)

If you don't want this day to be short you can extend it by turning left in Arabba
instead of right. This will take you around the Marmolada in a big loop, across a
pass named San Pellegrino. Not as stunning as the other ones further north it is
also less travelled and sees less traffic. The pretty town of Moena begs you to
come in and have a coffee before crossing over Karer pass to see the lake of the
same name, the "Jewel of the Dolomites". On a sunny day you can shoot some
awesome photos there! And if you have enough time left you can round off this
day by taking the long way home, across Passo Nigra down to the Isarco valley
and back to the hotel.
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Highlights:

#1: Val Gardena (Grödnertal)

Although there was an old trading route across Passo Sella,
Val Gardena was more or less isolated until the beginning
of the 20th century. Poverty and hard farming conditions
forced the inhabitants to search for another way to earn a
living. In the 17th century, wood carving started to become
popular and very soon people traded their carved figurines
of saints in the area between Verona and Innsbruck. They

became very famous all over Europe. In 1856, the first road was built and the first tourists
came at the end of the 19th century. Farmers started to work as hiking and climbing
guides and introduced the mostly rich and noble visitors to their rugged mountains. After
cable cars and ski slopes had been built during the last few decades Val Gardena and the
Dolomites became one of the most frequented destinations for skiing and hiking in the
Alps.

#2: Sella (Sella group)

The Sella Group is one of the most prominent mountains of
the Dolomites. Wildly fissured and with tall, vertical rock
walls it is a paradise for climbers and mounaineers, but
even more popular than climbing the mounatin is circling
around it. The so-called Sella Ronda can be done on foot or
in winter on skis, but it is also possible on the road. Via the
passes Sella, Gardena, Campologno and Pordoi one loop

measures 55 km (34 miles) and is stunningly scenic. The four passes offer almost 150
switchbacks, the roads are wide and well maintained and attract - unfortunately -
numerous busses and campervans and an army of cyclists. But don't get stressed, just sit
back, relax, and enjoy the scenery.

#3: Lago di Carezza (Karer Lake)

The Karersee is so beautiful that you could think Kodak set
it up to take the perfect postcard photo. It is often referred
to as the "Jewel of the Dolomites", probably because of its
spectacular emerald green color. Or is it its unique location
between the mighty rock towers of the Latemar and the
Rosengarten, reflecting in its smooth surface? The Ladin
language knows this lake as "Lec de Ergobando", meaning

rainbow lake. A fitting name for this piece of art brought to you by Mother Nature.
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RIDING DAY 2 : COLLALBO (KLOBENSTEIN) - COLLALBO (KLOBENSTEIN)

Standard Route (210 km / 130 miles)

The Mendel, or Mendola in Italian, is not very high (1,363 m or 4,470 ft), doesn't
offer any spectacular views and the rather wide road features only 23 hairpin
turns. But motorcyclists from all over Europe rave about it. Why? You're about to
find out. We can't really print the word "racetrack" here, but that's pretty much
what it is, especially to the locals. Don't be surprised if you get passed, on the
inside, knee down.
From the top we follow a narrow goat trail up to the Penegal for our first
cappuccino today, which comes with an amazing view. Then down the other side -
we are in Trentino province now - we head south, have a quick look at the
sanctuary of San Romedio, then loop around Lago di Santa Giustina and head back
north again. Across Passo Palade, or Gampenjoch in German (we're back in South
Tyrol), we arrive in Prissian, a picturesque village with a castle that features the
world's largest grape vine. From here we can take the expressway back to
Bolzano/Klobenstein or, once again, we take the long way home. Take your pick!

Highlights:

#1: Penegal

From the top of Mendel Pass a narrow, twisty, and badly
maintained road leads to the summit of Monte Penegal.
Spectacular views are almost normal on this tour - but this
is phenomenal even for this area. The difference in
Elevation from here to Caldaro Lake, deep down in the
Adige valley, is a whopping 1,500 meters (5,000 ft)! The
sweeping views include Bolzano deep down towards the

north, the Dolomites in the east, the Brenta Mountains in the southwest, and the Ortler
(South Tyrol’s highest peak) in the west. Penegal is an outstanding viewpoint, even in
South Tyrol, and it is best enjoyed with a fresh Cappuccino.
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#2: San Romedio (Sanctuary of San Romedio)

The sanctuary of San Romedio is one of the most
interesting medieval religious buildings in the Alps. It is
located in Trentino province, nestled in the hills east of
Lago di Santa Giustina on a 70 meter (230 ft) limestone cliff.
Romedius, son and heir of a rich Bavarian family, went on a
pilgrimage to Rome and didn't return home but became a
hermit in the Non valley. Around the year 1,000 a chapel
was erected over his tomb and over the next 900 years four

more chapels and several other buildings were added, so different styles from different
eras are visible today. The last chapel was consecrated as late as 1923. Romedio is the
patron saint of pilgrims and hikers; the monastery and his tomb are a pilgrimage site,
visited by more than 200,000 pilgrims every year.

#3: Castle Katzenzungen

Katzenzungen Castle sits high on a hill above the Etsch
valley. First written documents date back to the year 1244
when the castle passed from Henricus de Cazenzunge to
the Lords von Fink and von Schlandersberg. The Counts von
Thun and von Fuchs owned Katzenzungen Castle in the
following centuries. In the 16th century the Lords of
Breisach had the castle enlarged and remodelled in

Renaissance style and between 1500 and 1700 it was one of the most impressive and
magnificent noble buildings in the country. After the decline of the Breisach Family the
castle lost its significance and fell into disrepair until it was rediscoverd in 1978 and
restored to its former glory.
Right next to the caste you can admire the world's largest and oldest productive grape
vine. About 350 years old it covers an area of around 300 m³ (3,200 sq ft) and produces
about 500 bottles of white "Versoaln" wine per year. What a souvenir!

Optional Route (247 km / 153 miles)

This ride features three major mountain passes. From Klobenstein we head north
along the Sarentino valley and climb up our first pass, Penserjoch, or Passo di
Pennes in Italian. There are only 8 hairpins to navigate, but don't be mistaken, the
ride is quite amazing. The next pass is Jaufenpass, or Passo di Monte Giovo, not
quite as high as the first one, but a bit more tricky because of its 23 switchbacks.
But, in the end, its just a warm-up for the pass that is today's highlight, literally:
Timmelsjoch or Passo del Rombo. The road climbs up to almost 2,500 meters
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(8,200 ft) and covers over 1,800 meters (6,000 ft) in the process. Up here the
scenery is simply breathtaking, the higher you climb the more spectacular it gets.
Close to the top there is a long, dark tunnel and after a few more curves you
reach the Austrian border.
The best part about this awesome ride is that you get to do it again because we
have to turn back to the Italian side. Merano with its mediterranean atmosphere
invites us in for some ice cream before we head back to Bolzano/Klobenstein.
What an amazing riding day!

Highlights:

#1: Passo di Pennes (Penser Joch) (2234 m)

99.9 % of all traffic flowing from the Brenner Pass down to
Bolzano (and vice versa) follows the main road and
expressway in the Eisack valley. The road across the
Penserjoch and along the Sarntal valley is left to people
with enough time, so to speak to the motorcyclists and the
bicyclists. The two sides of the pass are very different from
each other. From the south it's a 50 km ride from Bolzano
to the pass while the northern ramp, from Sterzing, is only

15 km long and features way more curves, among them 8 hairpins. The road in the south
has existed for a long time, the northern side, on the other hand, was only built in the
1930s. From the top you can enjoy great views of the main Alpine range and of the
Dolomites.

#2: Passo del Rombo (Timmelsjoch) (2509 m)

Long before the road was completed in 1969, people used
the Timmelsjoch to cross the mountain range known as the
Ötztaler Alps. At 2,509 m (8,231 ft), it is the second-highest
pass in the eastern Alps (after Stelvio) and covers a vertical
distance of more than 1,800 m (6,000 ft). Especially the
Italian (southern) side is quite spectacular to ride, the views
are breathtaking. In 1991, Ötzi the Ice Man was found on a
slope about 20 km (14 mi) from the top of the pass. In April

2016, Europe's highest motorcycle museum opened its doors to the public, displaying a
collection of 190 vintage bikes. Unfortunately, it burned to the ground in January 2021
and all bikes were lost. What a pity! The owners, however, went out of their lines and
built up a new museum, which has been opened up again for visitors in the autumn of
2021.


